
For their sophomore effort, 
BROTHERS LAZAROFF, the 
songwriting team of Jeff and David 
Lazaroff, decided it was time to 
make a record back home.  They 
felt the old battered city of St. 
Louis, Missouri could help them 
say what they wanted to say more 
clearly.  In truth, the abundance of 
lush green trees juxtaposed with 
weary red brick structures 
seemed to be saying it already.

So they headed into Jacob 
Detering’s half of Sawhorse 
Studio with a collection of songs 
they aimed to expand by 
stripping down.  The brothers 
wanted to hang on to the rhythmic, 
psychic and textured forms their songs take when played on two acoustic guitars.

Basic tracks were recorded in two days.  Comprising a record of mostly first and 
second takes laid down just after the band was shown a song.  With David on electric 
guitar and Jeff on acoustic, they assembled a few musicians from Austin, Texas they felt 
could deliver the combination of space and noise the brothers were looking to 
capture.  Long time collaborator Lindsay Greene (Seth Walker, Ray Price) provides 
the understated bass.  Drummer Stacy Hoobler (Elizabeth McQueen) mixes her 
primitive punk rock grooves with folk sensibilities.  And Gary Newcomb’s (Lil Cap’n 
Travis, Bruce Robison) other worldly pedal steel guitar fit just right to communicate 
the brothers’ modern approach on old forms. 

No longer collaborating long distance between Austin and St. Louis, BROTHERS 
LAZAROFF are now united in their native city and have assembled some of the best 
musicians in town in drummer Grover Stewart, bassist Teddy Brookins and keyboard-
ist Mo Egeston.

“Their latest album, 
American Artifact, 
features psychedelic and 
indie rock elements, while 
deepening the brothers' 
original songwriting.  But 
one listen-- with its 
stinging and expressive 
pedal steel, plaintive 
melodies, waltz and 
shuffle rhythms and close 
harmonies -- makes clear 
its affection for and 
mastery of American roots 
idioms.  The result pays 
homage to Daniel Lanois' 
soundscapes (think Oh 
Mercy and Yellow Moon) 
and a Cohen-esque mix of 
existential poetry and 
social anxiety.”
Roy Kasten Riverfront Times and 
KDHX 88.1 FM; St. Louis, MO.

“With American Artifact, 
the Lazaroffs and their 
ace band continue a 
thoughtful, assured explo-
ration of roots music on 13 
tracks often tinged with a 
bleakness suited to the 
present.”  
Bryan Hollerbach, managing 
editor of St. Louis Magazine.
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